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DEATH BY 
PRESENTATION 

Right now someone out there is 
dying from a boring presentation,  

hopefully it ’s not yours.  



your presentation should 

MOVE 

AND 

INSPIRE 
PEOPLE 



What could go wrong… 

A 

B 

C 

B o o m e r a n g  e f f e c t  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a p p r e h e n s i o n  

D D i s i n f o r m a t i o n  

E E r s …  U h m s …   

F F e a r  o f  f a i l u r e  

A d r e n a l i n e  p u m p i n g  



 ADRENAL INE  PUMPING  A 



An audience’s hostile reaction to a speech 
advocating too much or too radical change. 

BOOMERANG EFFECT  B 



BOOMERANG EFFECT  B 

 Remain calm 
 Do not judge 
 Address the issue only 

 Look for areas of agreement 
 Be clear, concise and stay focused 



C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A P P R E H E N S I O N  

Glossophobia: Anxiety or fear experienced 
before and during public speaking. 

C 



C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A P P R E H E N S I O N  C 

 Recognise your fear 

 Learn how to manage it 
 When well prepared, your 

confidence level will raise 
dramatically, allowing you to control 
your nervousness 



D I S I N F O R M A T I O N  

Communication that offers what appears to 
be information, but that actually deceives 

listeners and impedes their understanding. 

D 



F i l l e r  W o r d s  

Filler words takes away from the forcefulness 
of your content and weaken your message. 

E r …  U h m …  E 



F i l l e r  W o r d s  

E r …  U h m …  E 

 Relax 
 Be less self-conscious 

 Limit distractions 
 Pause, Think and Answer 
 Gesticulate: Use dramatic gestures 

to emphasize words 



F Fear  of  fa i lure  



C 

C 

C 

onfidence 

redibi l ity  

ompetence 

I f  you 

you project an image of :  
C arry yourself  well ,  



Be Interesting 

Be Engaging 

Be Memorable 

Be Yourself!  

Be Outstanding 



Be Clear 

Be Direct 

Be Open 

Be Yourself!  

Be Organised 

Be Vocal  



A 

A 

A 

A 

Attendees  

Audience Att i tude  

Audience's Fami l iar i ty  with Your Topic  

Arena  

Be  A ware of:  



A Attendees  

Be  A ware of:  

• T h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  j o b  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

b a c k g r o u n d ,  a g e ,  g e n d e r ,  e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ,  c u l t u r a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  m o r e .   

• D o  y o u r  l i s t e n e r s  s h a r e  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s ?   

• W h a t ' s  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r ?   

• W h a t  r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i f  a n y ,  h a v e  t h e y  h a d  t h a t  c o u l d  

a f f e c t  t h e i r  r e a d i n e s s  t o  a c c e p t  y o u r  a r g u m e n t ?  

• A r e  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  r e a l i s t i c  

• W h a t  w i l l  y o u r  l i s t e n e r s  e x p e c t  f r o m  y o u ?  D o  t h e y  h a v e  h i g h  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  y o u  m a y  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l ?  

• A r e  y o u  p r e p a r e d  i n  a n y  c a s e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h o s e  

e x p e c t a t i o n s ?   



A Audience Att i tude  

Be  A ware of:  

• A c k n o w l e d g e  a u d i e n c e  a t t i t u d e s ,  b i a s e s ,  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  

c o n c e r n s  

• I s  y o u r  a u d i e n c e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  f r i e n d l y  o r  h o s t i l e  t o w a r d  y o u r  

p o i n t  o f  v i e w ?   

• I f  t h e y  h o l d  p o s i t i v e  v i e w s  a b o u t  y o u r  t o p i c  a n d  y o u r  

m e s s a g e s ,  y o u ' l l  b e  f o c u s i n g  c h i e f l y  o n  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h o s e  

v i e w s  a n d  r e c i t i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  y o u r  l i s t e n e r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e .  

• I f  t h e y  h o l d  n e g a t i v e  v i e w s ,  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e i r  

o b j e c t i o n s  a n d  p r e p a r e  y o u r  r e s p o n s e s .  Y o u  m i g h t  s t a r t  

w i t h  p o i n t s  t o  g e t  a g r e e m e n t  f r o m  y o u r  a u d i e n c e ,  b e f o r e  

m o v i n g  t o  t h e  m o r e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p a r t s  o f  y o u r  

p r e s e n t a t i o n .   



A Audience’s Fami l iar i ty  with your Topic  

Be  A ware of:  

• What  do  they  a lready  know?  

• Address  your  l is teners  at  the  leve l  o f  

the ir  ex is t ing  knowledge .  



A Arena  

Be  A ware of:  







B B e  p r e p a r e d .  B r e a t h e  t o  y o u r  b e l l y  

C C e n t r e  t o  C o n n e c t  

D D r o p  v o i c e  t o  D i a p h r a g m .  D a n g l e  a r m s ,  l o o s e n  u p  

A A c t  t h e  A t t i t u d e .  A c c e p t  f e a r  





B 

E 

E 

H 

I 

V 

I n v o l v e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  i n  a c t i o n  
I n t e r a c t  w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e  

V i s u a l  a i d s  

E E n v i r o n m e n t  –  c o m m a n d  y o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  

E n e r g e t i c  –  r e m a i n  e n e r g e t i c  

E n t e r t a i n  –  e n t e r t a i n  y o u r  a u d i e n c e  

S S t o r y  –  t e l l  a  s t o r y  

H u m o u r  –  i n c l u d e  h u m o u r  a n d  w i t  

….bee hives… 

B o d y  L a n g u a g e  



Body Language 

P P r a c t i c e  different facial expressions 

P P r e s e n t a t i o n  and appearance is important 

P P o s i t i o n i n g  - where you stand makes a difference 

P P l e a s a n t  - expression in the eyes 

P P o s t u r e  - improve your speaking posture 

P P r e s e n c e  - establish your presence (hand gestures) – impacts audience receptiveness 

P P l a y  - choreograph your speech 



Homour 

A c t i v e  l i s t e n e r s - audience keeps listening  A 

B 

C 

D 

B u i l d  c l i m a x – by giving them something to laugh at shows you are in control 

D i g e s t i b l e  – makes your presentation more digestible 

E a s e s  t e n s i o n  – extremely encouraging E 

C o n t r o l  – by giving them something to laugh at shows you are in control 



Keep visuals simple 

Less is more 



Visual Aids 

• D e s i g n  y o u r  v i s u a l s  f o r  m a x i m u m  i m p a c t .  

• F u l l y  p a c k e d  v i s u a l s . . .  o bs c u r e  y o u r  

m e s s a g e  r a t he r  t ha n  s u p p o r t  i t .  

• K e e p  i t  s i m p l e .   

• K e e p  i t  c l e a r .  

• A  p i c t u r e  i s  w o r t h  a  t ho u s a nd  w o r d s .  



Visual Aids 

C 

A 

R 

D 

A t t e n t i o n  

R e t e n t i o n  

D i r e c t i o n  

S S p e e d  o f  u nd e r s t a nd i ng  

C o m p r e he ns i o n  

Increase Audiences’…….  



Tell a Story 

• R e l e v a n t  t o  t he  e x p e r i e nc e  a nd  a u d i e nc e  

i n t e r e s t s  

• S ho r t ,  2 - 3  m i nu t e s  

• P u t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e  

• P a i n t s  a  p i c t u r e  



THINK before you speak 

RUE?  T 

H 

I 

N 

K 

ELPFUL?  

NSPIRING?  

ECESSARY?  

IND?  

Is it 

Is it 

Is it 

Is it 

Is it 



E M O T I O N  

E N E R G I Z E  

E M P H A S I Z E  

E Y E  C O N T A C T  

E X C I T E M E N T  

E L E G A N T L Y  
speak with vibrancy 

increase excitement 

speak with emotion 

use rhythm, build climax 

by pausing confidently 

hold eye contact 



• A presentation, no matter how it’s disguised. 

A Presentation is always … 

• An opportunity for you to showcase your 

ability, persuade your audience, or advance 

your career.  







Thank you 


